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ARMY SERVICE FORCES 
HEADQUARTERS. SIXTH SERVICE COMMAND 
CHICAGO 0. ILIJNOI8 


JJIi/j-s 
19 Juno 1945 


, . IN REPLY REPER TOi 

S?JX3 452.161 


n 


SUBJECTt alleged Japanese Incendiary Bcob Found Hear 
Farmington, Ilichigan 


Commanding General 
Head'iurrtorB Western Defense Command 
Proridio of San Francisco, California 
Attention* Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2 


Attacneu for your information is carbon copy of a letter 
from this office to the President, Chemical Warfare Service board, 
and memorandum ro Subject dated 15 June 1945, both of which are 
self explanatory. 

FOR THE COLMAHDIHG GSHTRALs . 


r. A. OLVSP.T, JT.. owa 

Lt. Colonel, F. A. * fyn S 

Chief, Intelligence branch, ‘C ,r 

Security end Intelligence Division^ •' 


2 InclB. 

~1 - cc ltr SPJIE 452.161, 19 Jim 45 
jA? - cc nano dtd 15 Jun 45 


cc - CG, EDC, Atti AC of 5* G-2 w/incle. 

Pres, -T/SB, Sdgewood Arsenft.1, lid. 

6re«,f> 3S%, 

We-si-er* 0e4evi$e Section 

AAftionql Ke«><W c Center 

WdbiowU 

* W '^7.1 ‘ 




ARMY SERVICE FORCES 
HEADQUARTERS. SUTH SERVICE COMMAND 
CHICAGO 6. ILLINOIS 


19 June 1946 

Uf'UTLT aim TO. 

8PJIB 451.161 


SUi.JECTi Alleged Japaneae Incendiary Bonb Found I«&r 
Farmington, Uiohifan 

TOi President, Chanical T.arfare Barrica Board 

Edgswood Araanal, Maryland 


1. Forwardad under separata oorar la an object appearing to 
be part of a Japanese incendiary bonb which mi turned over to Ar^ 
authorities by the Michigan Btate Polioe on 12 June 1946. Thia object 
«aa originally found during the latter part of April, 1946 by Mr. J ohn 
T. Cook f fir. a 20BS1 Gill Hoad f Far alnrton. MlohIran, as he was spading 
the garden in back of hia hone. At that tine he thought nothing of it 
and the object laid on the ground in the open until 7 June 1946. 

2. The objoct appears identical with the lower portion of 
the Japanese incendiary bonb illustrated on page 21 of the Confidential 
booklet "A Study of Japanese Free Balloons" prepared by Headquarters 
Eastern Defense Cooaand, which oowera all incidents fron the period 

4 Hot ember 1 'j 44 to 10 February 1946. 

3. This erldonoe is forwarded to you in aooordanoe with 
existing directires on handling Japanese balloon lncldanta. 

FOR THU CQUUAHDD2G GEHBfiAL. 


cc 



KDC, Atti 
EDC. ATT. 
EDGS. 0-2 


AC 

AC 


F. A. CALVERT, JR. 

Lt. Colonel, F. A., 

Chief, Intelligence Branoh, 
Seourity and Intelligence Diriaion. 



SQUIRT COrCERNDC /&L E OSD 
JAPANSK INCCTD1/HT Bdffl 
X5 June 1945 


P5HDR/JOTK FDR TIE 0/71CKR IN CE/ROSi 


1/ On the abort data thia agent interviewed IT* John T* Cook &*•* 20951 
0111 Rood* FUrmiagton, Idchigr.n. If. Cook waa interviewed in connection with 
the inquiry Into an object found by bis, which appear* to be pert of a Jepaneae 
incendiary boob* 


Cook ate tad that aooo tine during the latter part of April, 1945 • bo 
vbb spading the garden in beck of hie hone whan be eoaa upon an object whloh 
he bellered to be e tin een. A the tin© he piokefl it up on the and of hie 
akovel* and toaaed it aeide. It laid where he had thrown it until 6 June 1945 • 
when be waa working in the gerdan and found it neoeeaery to nore it again. Ihe 
following day Cook read an article in the pepar ooncarnlng Japeneae Bclloona, 
which adriaed the reader* to turn orer ell auaplciou* looking articles to the 
police* Op 6 June 1945 he axa cjaad i t mora clonely and on aealng the groora* 
in the wood aecTi' 6 h _ 5 T~lhe object* decided lc £ 3 v* It noichtur* 1.111 IBS 
Bedij.^w ho ie e Lergeent on the Michigan S tate ~rcIICT ~?brco*~ itationed at TSff- 
f ord* flfflfiB - 


Coo k further etatod thet be does not know how long the object b* d 
been in hit garden* Jbe day he foun d it waa f fe first day he had been wo rking 
in hin garden tbit epring. He related that neltbar_hc. jar-hi *_jlfl2gt j*Byti ae 
h eard any~explPittm or auw ny<iW in tha noinlty. Qook mentioned* however , 
t hat at the tint be gcre the object to H b neighb or. I»dt* tho latter re If tad 
tLit_ he and hia wife” tlicrugkt tbejThfid eeen a fire in the area where Cook fexmd 
the objec t_ eora m outh e agor ' 


r.hen Cook firat found tha objeot it waa lying parpandiculnr to the 
ground at a alight angle* with about three (3) Inc hoc of the base embedded in 
the dirt. Hi etetefl thet et tha time of lte discovery it looked like a new 
tin can a* the material had a bright metallic finiat. Later when he turned it 
©war to the polioa the ratal wee ruety* an tha object had bean left on tha 
ground where It waa expoaed to the alasanta* 


/gent 'a Notei ftila agent conducted a thorough secret of the entire 
area it the Yiclnlty of the plaoe where bCr. Cook located thia object but we* 
unable to one orer anything alee which might be of value in thia investigation. 


2. On tha above dete Mr* end h'l. TilliaE N*dt. 3455 c ^&At ftoed* remington, 
kichigui* vara interrleved. Vr. Hedt la a eergeent on tha Michigan State Polioa 
Force attached to the Radford station. Rid ford, -iictlgnn. 

/ Yru. 

John K. Golden, Special /gant* UC, Diffmfit 6th EC 

fel r kG« €c A 















1KJ3 IHT 00NCERNIN3 ALLS05D 
3APMKBK iNCXUDliRT BCL2 
15 June 1945 


Ifceee Informant# atated that tone tin during the latter part of 
lurch, 1945, ft approalgatflj fc p.n* on o Sunday afternoon t he y cere alttli 
in their Urine room. JX the tin Mrs. Bait heard • —/fled report aindli 


to n a£ot, end happe 

ra of i city block, north#* 


» v i* 


bo—. Ifirtt Ct cel lifTh or huiband*# atten tion to th# — tt tr Bad h# HEeT lee 
noticed'the flam##, but thought they ware probabl y #eu#g (Lfcy_l-bgilllga- 
Aacortinr to-the fiedts th# fire‘liiwa approxlnctoly th»e (3) mint##, and 
thi TTOiM WW — n to BSurt froc th# locality of th# fir# ara~~lbfll th ought 
they were similar to those which h# had imb #au##d by magnesium. Th# fir# 
than died out and th# nettar w«# rorgotten until Mr. Oook (M—0 1) g«— 
Hipm IHTill the Abject which h# found in hi# gardsa^I 


Khan th# Bidta fir at new the fir# it waa on th# ground and geve no 
appearance of oanlng from en object hurt ling through the air. They pieced 
the looetlon of the fir# on a piece of property whic h th#y atated be low to^ 
Karl leatphal, 2090 9 .0111 Ftoei. Farrington. Kloh lfan. According to the Bsdta, 
thia property has been plowed tp for cultivation by Voatphal aino# they new 
th# fire. The teatphal property adjoin# the Cook property wh#r# the object 
waa found. * * ^ 


4gwnt*a Notei The place wher# the B»dte ateted they new the fire 
waa approximately fifty (50) feat aouth of where cook located the alleged 
booh, Zt waa thia agent'a opinion that the informants could be adetaken in 
the exact locality of the fire aa their point of obaerratlon wae ease 200 yard# 
distant, and their line of wialon waa ob a true ted by tree* and other shrubbery. 
The informant* ware unable to gire the exeot data of thia fire. Jt ay placed 
it aa cloae aa they poaaibly could to the latter part of March, and baaed 
thia satinet# on the visit of fnaily relative#. 


3. On the above date Mr. Karl leatphal, 20909 Gill *>ed, remington, 

Mi chi gen waa intarviwwed. Mr. leatphal la the owner of the property where 
the Ffedts alleged they new a fire eo— tins in March, 1945- 

Teatphel atated that he haa been cultivating the property in the 
rear and contiguous to hie ho—for some year a. Earing jprll, 1945* be plowed 
it up again and at a tea that at that tine he eew no Indication that a fire 
had taken piece on hla property. 

/gent's Jtotei Ibis agent conducted a thorough search of the entire 
area in the vicinity of the plaoe where the Hedta atated they saw the fire 
but was unable to uncover any evidence which night be of value In thia invest- , 
igatlon. 


John £. Oolden, fecial /gent, SIC, Patriot £1, 6th SC 
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